Deuteronomy 17:11
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According to the instruction (Torah) which they (the High Court) shall teach you,
and the sentence which they tell you, do it.
Do not depart from the thing which they tell you, right or left.

Sifre (4" century Palestinian midrash collection)
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Even if he tells you that what seems to you to be left is right,
or that what seems to you to be right is left, obey him.

Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, Troyes France 1040-1105CE)
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Even if he tells you that what is left is right, or that what is right is left.
And even more so when he tells you that what is right is right
And what is left is left.



RaMBaN (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman, Gerona Spain 1194-1270CE)
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Even if he tells you that what is left is right, and that what is right is left. RaSHI’s words.
This means: Even if you think in your heart that they are wrong,

and the thing is as simple in your eyes as knowing your right from your left,

do as they command, and do not say:
“How can I eat this complete helev (forbidden fat)?” or “How can I kill this innocent man?”’
Rather, you should say, “Thus have | been commanded by the commanding Lord,

to perform his commandments exactly as they have instructed me—

--those who stand before Him in the place which he will choose.

And by the reasoning of their minds He has given me the Torah, even when they err.”
And this is what happened with Rabbi Joshua and Rabban Gamliel when Yom Kippur fell

according to his calculation (Talmud Rosh Hashanah 25a).
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The need for this commandment is very great, for the Torah was given to us in writing;
And it is obvious that not all opinions will be the same regarding new situations that arise,

and disagreements will increase, and the Torah will become many torahs.
So scripture established the law: that we must obey the High Court

which stands before God in the place which he will choose,

in every way that they interpret the Torah,
whether their interpretation is a direct transmission, via Moses from “The Mouth of Power”,

or they have deduced it logically from scripture or its intention.
For it is through their reasoning that He gives us the Torah,

even though it appears to you that they have replaced right with left.
And furthermore, you really should think that what they say is “right” is in fact “right.”
For the spirit of God is upon those who serve in his sanctuary;
God loves justice and will not abandon His pious ones;They are protected forever.” (Ps 37:28)
That is: protected from error and from stumbling.
And Sifrei’s language is:
Even if he tells you that what seems to be left is right, and that what seems to be right is left.



Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Efraim Lunshitz, Lemberg and Prague, 1550-1619CE)
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RaSHI interprets: Even if he says to you regarding “right” that it is “left,” etc.
Apparently he reads it this way because the text does not say
“do not depart right or left from what they tell you”, but rather says
“right or left” after “what they tell you”
Understanding this as meaning:
“Even though according to the truth it is not right or left
in any way other than the fact that they are telling you that it is right or left.”
And about this meaning the commentators have been troubled,
And they have given many reasons, all different one from the other.
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But in truth | do not see any difficulty whatsoever in this matter.
For our rabbis of blessed memory have already said:
“A person might say ‘Since these say “pure” and these say “impure,”
and these forbid and these permit, how then can I learn Torah?!’
Therefore the scripture says “They were all given by one shepherd” (Ecclesiastes 12:11)
One God gave them all. (Talmud Bavli, Hagigah 3b)
But in fact the question still remains: in the end, how can | learn Torah?
And the clarification of the thing is:
In every question of purity and impurity, there are aspects of purity and aspects of impurity.
And if the law is that a thing is pure,
it is because the aspects of purity outweigh the aspects of impurity.
And it is the same way with regard to permission and prohibition
and with regard to kosher and “disqualified.”
For this reason our sages said (Talmud, Sanhedrin 17a) that
a man was not appointed to the Sanhedrin
until he could prove that a reptile was pure on the basis of the Torah.
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The reason is this: in emergency situations we sometimes need a “ruling for the hour,”

To rule against the Torah, because of the principle

It is time to act for God; they have made void Your Torah (Psalm 119:126)

[Radically re-read as: It is time to act for God; make void Your Torah!”]
Then, the sage or the prophet is able to join to the principle of time to act for God

the few reasons which in ordinary circumstances would be outweighed,;

and to follow the lesser reasons, as Elijah did at Mount Carmel

[when he offered sacrifices outside of the Jerusalem Temple, counter to explicit law].
But if the sage or the prophet does not know any counter-arguments,

Then he will never declare “pure” even in an emergency

......
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Therefore our rabbis of blessed memory said beautifully:
“Make your ear like a hopper [which collects the grain above the millstone]
to receive the teachings,
and acquire a mind which hears the opinions declaring both “pure” and “impure;”
(Talmud Bavli, Hagigah 3a)
For in truth, every person needs all the teachings,
for he will be unable to sit on the Sanhedrin until he knows all of the reasons.
And it is for this reason that he should accept their ruling,
even if they about what is “right” that it is “left,”
because of the considerations which point toward saying “left.”
And this is a very correct way.




Talmud Bavli, Rosh Hashanah 25a
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Two came and said: “We saw it [the new moon] at its expected time,
But on the following night it did not appear.”
And Rabban Gamliel accepted their testimony.
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Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas said: “They are lying witnesses!
How can witnesses testify that a woman gave birth
And the next day her belly is between her teeth!”
[i.e she is still pregnant!]
Rabbi Joshua said to him: “I see the truth of your words.”
Rabban Gamliel sent a message to him:
“I order you to appear before me with your staff and with your money
On Yom Kippur, according to your calculation.”
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Rabbi Akiva went and found him [Rabbi Joshua] in distress.
He said to him: “I can learn that everything that Rabban Gamliel has done, is done.
As it is said:
“These are the fixed times of God, sacred assemblies, which you shall declare.” (Lev 23:4)
Whether they are at their actual time or not at their actual time,
| have no festivals other than these.
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Rabbi Joshua came to Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas, who said to him:
“If we come to question the court of Rabban Gamliel,
then we must question every single court which has ruled since the time of Moses until now,
as it is said:
Moses went up, and Aaron, Nadav and Avihu and the seventy elders of Israel (Exodus 24:9)
And why are the names of the elders not mentioned?
To teach that every single court of three that has stood over Israel is like the court of Moses.

102WN2 N2 0" DR 02 A DR 71207 7901 1792 1mym 19pn bl
29727 DX N22PW 77PN 72012 927 270001 927 D19WA K12 17 IR WK DY 1pw AT Ty
He [Rabbi Joshua] took his staff and his money in his hand and wen to Yavneh,
To Rabban Gamliel, on Yom Kippur according to his [Rabbi Joshua’s] calculation.
Rabban Gamliel stood up and kissed him on his head. He said to him:
“Come in peace, my teacher and my student.
My teacher--in wisdom. My student—for you accepted my ruling.”
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