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Genesis 42:14-24
Joseph said to them, “It is just as I have told you: You are spies!
By this you shall be put to the test: I swear by Pharoah’s life that you shall not depart from here,
unless your youngest brother comes here!
Send one of yourselves, and he shall bring your brother, while the rest of you remain confined,
so your words will be tested—is truth with you?
And if not, by Pharaoh’s life, you are spies!”
And he gathered them into the guardhouse for three days.
On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you shall live; I do revere the deity.
If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be held in your place of detention,
while the rest of you go, take rations for your starving households;
but bring me your youngest brother, that your words may be verified and you will not die.”
And they did accordingly.
And a man said to his brother, “But/aval, we are guilty for our brother,
because we saw the trouble of his soul, when he pleaded with us, and we did not listen.
That is why this trouble has come to us.”
Then Reuben answered them, saying, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do not sin against the boy’?
But you did not listen. And now his blood also is demanded.”
They did not know that Joseph was listening, for there was an interpreter between them.
He turned away from them and wept.
And he came back to them and spoke to them;
and he took from them Shimon and had him bound before their eyes.

Genesis 37:23-25

$PRY WK DPIN MNI NN IMNINN DI NN DY PRNIN PP NIIWND i),
D’)’J 12 PN 7'\ W13ﬁ1 ﬂ‘]:l'] NN 135\’)’1 17!’\7’1
TYOIN NND DIINYNHY NNIN 1IN IR DOYY mvm Dnb 59N 1Y)
(IRINN ‘mnb D291 ¥9) 131 NND) DORY) m’bmw
INTIN P WHNTIN 1D 2 yyar 70 PONIN DTN DN
NN 1)’)3\’)’1 N 1)?()3 WJ’T\N"D 13"7]'1 bN 1)7’1 D’bN)’D\’)’b 1313)3)1 D‘J
QRPN O TV DMYYD DOYNYIYIZ RPN 171D 1A OPTIN 19921 19U) DIND DHTH DIIN 112Y)
NN
And it was when Joseph came to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph, of his tunic,
Of the ornamented tunic that he was wearing, and took him and cast him into the pit.
The pit was empty; there was no water in it. And they sat down to eat bread.
Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead,
their camels bearing gum, balm, and ladanum to be taken to Egypt.
Then Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain by killing our brother and covering up his blood?
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let us not do away with him ourselves. After all, he is our brother,
our own flesh.” And his brothers listened.
When Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the pit.
They sold Joseph for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who brought Joseph to Egypt.



Midrash Breishit Rabbah (Land of Israel, 4"-5" century) 91:8
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because we saw the trouble of his soul, when he pleaded with us (Gen 42:22)

Rabbi Levi in the name of Rabbi Yohanan bar Sheilah said:

“Is it possible that Joseph, being 17 years old, on seeing his brothers selling him would have been silent?
Rather, this teaches us that he was throwing himself before the feet of each and every one,

So that they would be filled with compassion for him.

And they were not filled.

Breishit Rabbah 84:16
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And it was when Joseph came to his brothers,
that they stripped Joseph, of his coat, of the colorful coat that was on him (Genesis 37:23)
Rabbi Elazar said: He would come mocking.
And they stripped Joseph—this is his traveling cloak
Of his coat—his shirt
Of the colorful coat—the coat itself
That was on him—his pants
And they took him (Genesis 37:24) [vayikakhuhul].
But it could be read: vayikakheihu “and he took him.”
Who was it?
It was Shimon.
And when was he punished?
Later: “And he took from them Shimon.” (Genesis 42:24)

RaMBaN (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman /Nachmanides], Spain, Jerusalem 1194-1270)
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When we saw the trouble of his soul, in his pleading to us. (Genesis 42:21)
They considered their cruelty deserving of greater punishment than the sale.
For their brother, their flesh, had been pleading and falling before them and they had no mercy.
But the scripture does not relate it there (see Genesis 37:23-24) .
Either because it is obvious and natural that a man will plead to his brothers
when he falls into their hands to do evil to him,
and he would swear to them by the life of their father,
and would do anything he could to save his life.
Or because the text wanted to minimize their wrongdoing.
Or just that scriptural texts happen to be short in some places and long in other places.




Rabbi Ovadiah ben Yaakov Sforno (Bologna Italy, 1475-1550)
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When he pleaded with us and we did not hear

And we were cruel to our brother. Even though we believed him to be a “pursuer” [rodef],
nevertheless we should have had compassion when he was pleading.

And corresponding to the measure of our cruelty, this man is being cruel to us.

Sforno on Genesis 37:18
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When they saw him from afar, before he came near to them, they plotted to kill him.
In their hearts they considered Joseph deserving to be killed,
That he was not coming to seek their well-being,
But rather to find some evil about them, or to cause them to sin,
So that their father would curse them or that God would punish them,
And he would remain alone, blessed of all the sons.
And the grammar of the verb vayitnaklu [they plotted] indicates an internal design in the soul,
And they believed that he was coming to cause the death of his brothers.
This explains how these men,
who were tzaddikim gmurim/completely righteous
to the extent that their names were engraved on the breastplate of the High Priest,
how could they come to agree, with one heart, to kill their brother, or to sell him,
and not feel any remorse.
And even when they said “but we are guilty for our brother” (42:21),
They did not say that their guilt was for the sale or for his death,
But for their cruelty when he was pleading.
Here the scripture is teaching that they imagined in their hearts and thought that Joseph meant to kill them,
Either in this world or in the world to come, or both.
And the Torah says: “If someone is coming to kill you, rise up early to kill him” (BT Sanhedrin 92a)

Sforno on Genesis 37:23
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And they sat down to eat bread.

Because they did not consider any of this a moral failure, to prevent them from eating a meal,
which would have been fitting for tsaddikim like them, when they had done something wrong,
as Israel did after the massacre of the tribe of Benjamin, as it says,

they sat until evening before God, and lifted their voices and wept a great weeping,

and they said “why O God of Israel has this happened in Israel? ”(Judges 27:2-3)
and also Darius when he threw Daniel into the lion’s den,

he spent the night fasting and no entertainment was brought to him (Daniel 6:19).

But they ate this meal without difficulty because they considered Joseph a “rodef” [pursuer]

whom a person may rise up to kill first, if there is no other way to save oneself from them.



Or HaHayyvim (Rabbi Chaim ibn Attar, Morocco, Italy, Jerusalem 1696-1743)
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Maybe up until now, they had not felt anything, and thought: “a person has free will,”
and did not consider the sin with Joseph to be a cause of their trouble.
Because in their opinion, he was guilty toward them, as we have explained there.
But when Joseph said "one of your brothers has to stay here,” and it says “they did so”
meaning that when they singled out one of themselves
they suddenly realized that it was the sin of Joseph,
because they had acted cruelly toward their brother,
therefore this suffering was happening to them in this way:
that one of them was being imprisoned by a foreigner.
I have noted in many places that a sin will give birth “in its likeness, in its image”
which is the secret meaning of the verse:
"for You repay a man according to his deeds (Ps 62:13)."
And this is the case here, that their hearts pained them for the trouble of their brother.
The brothers saying aval [“but”] means:
"If our present experience had happened differently
we would not have realized that it was that it was happening because of Joseph.
Aval [“but’] now, we are guilty because we saw the trouble of his soul when he pleaded.”
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uestions:
thy did it not occur to them that this was happening to them because of the sale of Joseph until now?
“And they said to one another...”
Up until now, they had believed that Joseph knew the truth--that they were not spies--,
and that he was simply tormenting them like any cruel ruler.

But now that they saw that he was not scheming against them,



but rather had changed to actually seeking their innocence, and that he was God-fearing,
and they now thought that he was simply mistaken in his opinion
and truly believed that they were spies,
so they began to take to their hearts: what was it about themselves,
that only them did he suspect as spies,
and none of the other masses of people who came from Canaan in search of food??
It was only now that they perceived this as divine punishment for having sold their brother.
And by using the word “aval” [“but”], they meant:
In fact, he is not the guilty one here, in scheming against and tormenting us,
But rather “we are guilty” and this is punishment for our guilt against our brother.
And even though regarding the substance of the matter,
their having judged him liable for the death penalty, they still did not consider a sin,
and they believed him deserving of the death penalty, as I explained in Parshat Vayesheyv,
nonetheless, they believed, God is punishing us for three things:
1. For our brother--we should have forgiven him for the sake of “brotherhood.”

2. When we saw the trouble of his soul—we should have had compassion for him, for the
sake of the virtue of compassion

3. When he was pleading with us—we should have forgiven him because of his pleading,
and forgiven his sins.

And the proof that this is punishment is that therefore this suffering has come upon us,
Measure for measure—

Just as our brother was sold by us, so too one brother is being taken from us.

Haamek Davar (Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, Volozhin 1816-1893) on 37:23
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They sat down to eat bread and they lifted up their eyes and they saw....
The text speaks here in praise of the Tribes of Yah,
that even in the midst of their anger and activity to do harm to Joseph,
nevertheless they were not able to sit peacefully,
because they were so intensely upset by what they had done,
and by their compassion, for he was weeping and pleading to them,
as is made clear later in 42:21.
Therefore even in the hour that they sat to eat,
and we know that they were sitting on the ground, as was the custom,
and they would not have been able to see far.
But “they lifted up their eyes and they saw from afar...”
Behold, they stood up from eating, wondering to see what danger
Their action might cause them.




