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Exodus 25:1-8
The Eternal spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the Children of Israel and they will take to Me a gift [terumah];
from every person whose heart moves him you shall take My gift.
And this is the gift that you shall take from them:
gold, silver, and copper;
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ hair;
tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and acacia wood;
oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the aromatic incense;
lapis lazuli and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.
And they will make for Me a sanctuary [mikdash],
and I will dwell among them [or: “within them™].
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“But will God really dwell on earth?
Even the heavens to their uttermost reaches cannot contain You,
how then this House that | have built?”

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 87b (Irag, 3rd-6th centuries)
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“And 1t came to pass in the first month in the second year
on the first day of the month, that the mishkan was erected” (Exodus 40:17).
It was taught: That day took ten crowns.
It was the first day of Creation, meaning Sunday,
the first day of the offerings brought by the princes,
the first day of the priesthood,
the first day of service in the Temple,
the first time for the descent of fire onto the altar,
the first time that consecrated foods were eaten,
the first day of the resting of the Divine Presence [lishkon Shechina] upon the Jewish people,
the first day that the Jewish people were blessed by the priests,
and the first day of the prohibition to bring offerings on improvised altars.

Midrash Exodus Rabbah 33:1 (date unknown, sometime before 12" century)
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Think of an acquisition in WhICh the seller is acquwed along with it.
The Holy One Blessed be He said to Israel:
"I have sold you My Torah. As if it could be [kiv’yachol]: | am sold along with it."
As itis said: ""Take Me a gift..." (Exodus 25:2)
A parable of a king who had a single daughter.
A prince came and married her, then he sought to return to his own land, and to take his wife with him.
The king said to him:
"I have given you my only daughter; I cannot bear to part from her.
Nor can | tell you not to take her, for she is your wife.
But do me one favor: Wherever you go, make for me a small apartment,
That | may live with you, for | cannot bear to leave my daughter.”
So did the Holy One Blessed be He say to Israel:
"I have given you the Torah.
To part from her, I cannot. Nor can | tell you not to take her.
But in every place that you go, make for Me a house, in which | will dwell.
As it is said: "And they shall make for Me a sanctuary...” (Ex 25:8)
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RaSHI (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, Troyes France 1040-1105)
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And they shall make for Me a sanctuary...
They shall make for My Name a House of Holiness.

RaMBaN (Rabbi Mosheh ben Nachman, Gerona, Spain 1194-1270)
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The Secret of the mishkan was that the Glory [k ’ved] which had dwelt upon Mt Sinai,
would dwell on it [i.e. the mishkan] in concealment.
As it said there [at Sinai]: and the k’vod of Adonai dwelt upon Mt Sinai (Ex 24:16)
And also: Behold Adonai our God has shown us His k’ved and His Greatness (Deuteronomy 5:21).
In the same way it says about the mishkan: the k’vod of Adonai filled the mishkan (Exodus 40:34).
And so in the mishkan, at all times with the Israel, was the k’vod which had appeared to them at Mt Sinai.

And when Moses went in, the Divine Speech came upon him, which had spoken to him at Mount Sinai.
Just as it said about the Giving of the Torah

“From the heavens He made you hear His voice, to instruct you,

and on the earth He made you see His immense fire” (Deuteronomy 4:36)
So too about the mishkan it is written:

“He heard the Voice speaking to him, from above the ark cover, between the two keruvim,

And He spoke to him.” (Numbers 7:89)

Or Yitzchak (Don Isaac Abarbanel, 1437-1508, leader of Spanish Jewry in 1492)
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The first question: Why did The Blessed One command the making of the Tabernacle,
saying “And I shall dwell in their midst” (Exodus 25:8)?
As though the Blessed One were a finite, material being that could be limited to a particular space,
which is the opposite of the truth. For The Blessed One is not material, nor a physical force.
How then could any space be linked to Him?
And He Himself said: “The heavens are My throne and the earth is My footstool.
What house can you build for Me and what place can be My rest?” (Isaiah 66:1).
And Solomon said of the building of the Temple:
Behold the heavens and the heavens above the heavens cannot contain You;
certainly not this house which I have built” (I Kings 8:27)
All of these verses contradict the verse in our portion.
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Behold the Blessed One’s intention in the construction of the Tabernacle and its vessels was to bring the Divine
Presence into the midst of Israel, by means of its holiness and its preparation.
And that this not be prevented by the poverty and hardship of the wilderness.
And the purpose of the Presence among them was to instill in them God’s providence and protection,
so that they would not think that God had departed from the earth.
So that they would not become like the other nations,
who denied that God could personally know or care about them,
rewarding a person according to his deeds.
And their greatest sages declared that material things can only be experienced by the physical senses,
and that since God is utterly removed from the material world,
He therefore does not know or care about it.
And they said His throne is in heaven, and that he is far removed from human beings in every way.
It was to remove these deceptive beliefs from the hearts of the Children of Israel
that He commanded that they build for Him a holy and sanctified tabernacle,
as though The Blessed One Himself would dwell in their midst.
So they would have faith that the living God was within them and His divine providence attached to them.
And this is the meaning of | shall dwell among the Children of Israel (Ex 29:45)
and and I shall walk amongst you (Leviticus 26:12)
and which dwells with you in your impurity (Leviticus 16:16)---
all of which are metaphors for the resting of the Presence and the attaching of His providence to them,

by means of the preparations and the sanctities which were there in the tabernacle.
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Therefore the holy kohanim were there, whose regular worship was their trade.
And they were instructed to set there a basin for washing, to warn them:
“wash, and purify, and remove the evil from yourselves” (Isaiah 1:16).
And the altar for burnt offering, to burn there their physical desires and their evil inclination.
And in the hall there was a table, and menorah and incense altar,
as though they were vessels for serving the King of the Universe.
Not that He, the Blessed One, required any of this, heaven forbid,
but rather to implant in their souls that the Eternal their God was traveling in the midst of their camp.
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As it is said in the Song:
Here he stands behind our wall, looking in through the windows,
peering in through the cracks (Song of Songs 2:9)
—this refers to all of their deeds and their thoughts.
And this was actually the intention of his saying
The heavens are My throne and the earth is My footstool (Isaiah 66:1):
there is no house or tabernacle that | need, for My hand made all of this (ibid verse 2).
But I have commanded to build them in order to implant within your hearts My providence.



MaLBIM (Meir Leibush ben Yechiel Michel, 1809-1879, Germany, Romania, Russia)
Ramzei HaMishkan (“The Hintings of the Mishkan”)
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We know that all of the worlds are unified, like a human being,

And all of existence is referred to as “the Great Adam.”

The meaning of this expression is
that just like the different parts of human anatomy,
each of them is unique in its physical characteristics, [mezeg ut’chunah]
but they are unified as a single human being.

They are all connected to each other, and each one of them “completes” the other,
to such an extent that if an organ is missing one tiny detail, or a single sinew,
it is a defect and a deficiency in the entire body.

So too all of existence, all of the worlds beyond number which God created,
they are arranged and ordered like one human being,
in one comprehensive body.

They are all connected to each other.

Each one of them has its own proper function,
contributing to the integrity and structure of the whole system,
just as each part of the body completes the body as a whole.

And just as in a human being, the essence is the divine soul,

Which animates the body,

And endows it with movement and consciousness,

And if it departs from the body,

Then all of the body parts become dead and scattered bones,

So too the Divinity [elohut] which permeates
and pours forth her light and vitality in all the worlds,
She is the soul of this “Great Adam.”

It is She who binds together the Entire Body,
that is, all of the many worlds from beginning to end,
to be a complete structure, a comprehensive body,
in which the wisdom of the Creator becomes readily apparent.
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Now behold, God arranged things in such a way
That all of the forces, the worlds, and the organization of the Chariot--
Everything that God performs in His world--

Is affected by the actions of human beings, for good or for evil.

And those who delve into the heart have already compared this
to what the scholars of music have discovered:

If two musical instruments, one large and one small, are set up in a hall,
placed carefully in a specific orientation and at a specific distance,
that if someone plays a note on the small instrument,
then the large instrument will give forth music in response.

Thus God arranged that the large instrument which He made,
which is the entire universe,
will sing forth melodies of joy or sadness, good or evil,
according to the notes which a person plays on the small instrument,
which is his/her own body.

If s/he produces beautiful melodies and songs of praise,
following the mitzvot and God’s laws and ordinances,

Then the large instrument will produce songs of joy and gladness,
A downflow of blessing and goodness.

And if s/he produces a sound of weeping
over having transgressed the mitzvot of God and His Torah,
then the compassion of the large instrument is expanded,
over the destruction of the Temple,
and the ruin which exists in all of the worlds.

Even though God constantly desires to do only good,

He cannot do any of it without the assistance of the human being,
Who gives God strength by means of her/his good deeds,
Through which strength and gladness are awakened above.
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And our sages of blessed memory said:
“from the day that the Kadosh Baruch Hu created His world
He desired a dwelling place below, on the earth.”
By which they meant:
that some person would become sufficiently pure and sanctified in his “small world,”
that the divinity which was in him would govern his body and its forces,
by free will and the divinity within him.
And then the illumination of his actions would light up all the worlds;
Like the melody of a musician, a beautiful sound, a wonderful music,
“the melody of a lyre” (Psalm 92) down below,
And then “the morning stars will sing
and all the sons of God shout for joy” (Job 38:7)
All the forces of nature in the Large World would sing in response
And pour down blessing from the Life of the Universe.
This is the essential purpose of the dwelling of the Shechina down below:
Because from there comes forth the guiding influence upon all the worlds.
And this is what happened in the days of the Patriarchs,
who began to draw the Shechina down to earth,
As our sages said: “The Patriarchs, they are the Chariot,” (Genesis R. 82)
Meaning: By taking control of the “chariots™ of their own bodies,
and the chayot [“creatures”]
and the ofanim [“wheels”]
and “driving” their own bodies by the will of the divine spirit hidden within them;
Then, by means of their actions and by their preparation for holiness,
The Great Chariot, which is all of existence,
Was drawn toward Divinity,
And His Shechina, which fills all of existence.
And this is the metaphor described by the Seers [tsofim],
of a Rider in the highest heavens on a Great Chariot,
who was “drawn” by the way that they (the Patriarchs)
drove their own small chariot, until the Whole followed the part—
and the Divinity which was in the Great World,
was drawn down by the divinity which was in the small world.
In this way, they were the Chariot
And they were the Sanctuary,
And the Tent of Meeting, upon which God came to dwell in holiness,
And they brought down the Shechina to earth.



